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Published studies, reports, programmes and selected commentary on intra-regional Caribbean shipping and connectivity,
grouped by sponsoring institution, together with IMO and EU decarbonisation policy documents and selected Pacific SIDS
comparators. Listing a document does not imply its authors or sponsors endorse Alpha Zulu RoPAC. Historical initiatives and
editorial commentary are identified as such.

Inter-American Development Bank

1.  CPCS with Trevor Hamilton & Associates. Short Sea Shipping Network and Finance Model for the Caribbean. IDB
Technical Note IDB-TN-1419, 2018. Network study and scenario analysis for Eastern Caribbean short sea shipping,
including less-than-container-load cargo and south-to-north service.
https://publications.iadb.org/en/short-sea-shipping-network-and-finance-model-caribbean

2.  Krista Lucenti. Caribbean Regional Action Plan on Freight Logistics, Maritime Transport and Trade Facilitation. IDB,
December 2014. DOI 10.18235/0009250. Ten priority actions, including less-than-container-load services and reefer
capacity.
https://publications.iadb.org/en/caribbean-regional-action-plan-freight-logistics-maritime-transport-and-trade-facilitation

3.  IDB technical cooperation RG-T2649. Increasing Maritime Trade and Transport Efficiency and Connectivity in the
Caribbean. Approved 14 October 2015; US$600,000. Funded the 2018 short sea shipping study.
https://www.iadb.org/en/project/RG-T2649

4.  IDB technical cooperation RG-T4175. Promote Marine Renewable Energy, and Shipping and Port Services
Decarbonization in the Caribbean. Approved 25 May 2023; US$150,000.
https://www.iadb.org/en/project/RG-T4175

5.  IDB technical cooperation RG-T4866. Integrated Freight Logistics Networks in the Caribbean Region. In preparation;
US$300,000. Emphasis on time- and temperature-sensitive supply chains.
https://www.iadb.org/en/project/RG-T4866

World Bank

6.  Cecilia Briceño-Garmendia, Heinrich C. Bofinger, Diana Cubas and María Florencia Millán-Placci. Connectivity for
Caribbean Countries: An Initial Assessment. Policy Research Working Paper 7169, January 2015.
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/705381bf-ff7e-50ff-a2be-10f846bd52ab

7.  Maritime & Transport Business Solutions (MTBS) for the World Bank. Feasibility Study Ferry Service Eastern
Caribbean. April–June 2017. Passenger and cargo forecast, ferry network, vessel and port investment, PPP
structures. Consultant’s project summary.
https://mtbs.nl/projects/feasibility-study-ferry-service-eastern-caribbean

8.  Julie Barbet Gros, Brian Geyer, Raha Shahidsaless and Trang Thu Tran. Driving Tourism in the Eastern Caribbean:
The Case for a Regional Ferry. World Bank.
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/276441468000262326/driving-tourism-in-the-east
ern-caribbean-the-case-for-a-regional-ferry

9.  CARICOM. The World Bank is driving the process to link the entire Caribbean by ferries. News release, 17 June 2015.
https://caricom.org/the-world-bank-is-driving-the-process-to-link-the-entire-caribbean-by-ferries/

Caribbean Development Bank

10.  CDB and FAO Investment Centre. Regional Study for the Establishment of a Maritime Service to Improve Agrifood
Trade and Food Security between Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, Grenada and Barbados – Phase 1 Report.
December 2023.
https://agricarib.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/MARITIME-SERVICE-TO-IMPROVE-AGRIFOOD-TRADE-AND-FOOD-SECURITY-
BETWEEN-GUYANA-TRINIDAD-AND-TOBAGO-GRENADA-AND-BARBADOS-1.pdf

11.  International Trade Centre with the CDB. Logistics Chain Study for Saint Lucia. July 2023.
https://www.caribank.org/sites/default/files/publication-resources/Logistics%20Chain%20Study%20For%20St%20Lucia.pdf

12.  CDB. Strengthening Intra-Regional Logistics and Public-Private Alliances Key to Caribbean Trade Expansion. 18
July 2024. Reports the CDB logistics studies for Grenada and Saint Lucia.
https://www.caribank.org/newsroom/news-and-events/strengthening-intra-regional-logistics-and-public-private-alliances-key-caribbea
n-trade-expansion
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13.  CDB. CDB to Fund Maritime Cargo Service Study to Boost Agricultural Trade in the South-East Caribbean. News
release, 5 April 2023. Announces the study of options for a maritime cargo service among Barbados, Grenada,
Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago, mainly for agricultural products, with a Technical Working Group to oversee it.
See also item 10.
https://www.caribank.org/newsroom/news-and-events/cdb-fund-maritime-cargo-service-study-boost-agricultural-trade-south-east-cari
bbean

European Union

14.  European Commission, Global Gateway. Caribbean Maritime Intra-Regional Transport. Multi-modal ferry linking
Guyana and Suriname with Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, the OECS and the French overseas territories.
https://eulacfoundation.org/en/caribbean-maritime-intra-regional-transport
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/global-gateway/caribbean-maritime-intra-regional-transport_en

15.  Paul Baker, Pablo Quiles, Noel Watson and Tamira La Cruz. Maritime, Ports and Logistics Report: Support to the
CARIFORUM–EU Economic Partnership Agreement. January 2024.
https://tradeeconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/Maritime-Services-Ports-and-Logistics-Regional-Report.pdf

United Nations: UNCTAD and ECLAC

16.  UNCTAD. Closing the Distance: Partnerships for Sustainable and Resilient Transport Systems in Small Island
Developing States. UNCTAD/DTL/TLB/2014/2; listed by the UN as 2015.
https://sdgs.un.org/publications/closing-distance-partnerships-sustainable-and-resilient-transport-systems-sids-18022
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/dtltlb2014d2_en.pdf

17.  UNCTAD. Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation for Coastal Transport Infrastructure in the Caribbean
(SIDSport-ClimateAdapt). UN Development Account project, completed end-2017.
https://unctad.org/project/climate-change-impacts-and-adaptation-coastal-transport-infrastructure-caribbean

18.  UNCTAD. Review of Maritime Transport 2015.
https://unctad.org/publication/review-maritime-transport-2015

19.  UNCTAD secretariat. Small Island Developing States: Challenges in Transport and Trade Logistics. Multi-year
Expert Meeting on Transport, Trade Logistics and Trade Facilitation, 2014.
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/cimem7d8_en.pdf

20.  Omar Bello, Willard Phillips and Delena Indar. Towards a Demand Model for Maritime Passenger Transportation in
the Caribbean: A Regional Study of Passenger Ferry Services. ECLAC Studies and Perspectives – The Caribbean,
No. 44, 2016.
https://repositorio.cepal.org/handle/11362/39825

21.  Martha Cordero. Logística y facilitación del comercio entre la Comunidad del Caribe y Centroamérica. ECLAC,
LC/W.612, 2014.
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstreams/0d81b508-1857-451d-b84d-23f8951b3083/download

22.  Gordon Wilmsmeier and Ricardo J. Sánchez. Maritime Sector and Ports in the Caribbean: The Case of CARICOM
Countries. ECLAC Natural Resources and Infrastructure series, June 2009.
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/6344-maritime-sector-and-ports-caribbean-case-caricom-countries

23.  ECLAC. Maritime Transport in the Caribbean. FAL Bulletin, September 1997.
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/36276-maritime-transport-caribbean

Regional institutions, universities and others

24.  Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS). Schooner Cluster/Pool initiative (2011). Regional effort to
strengthen and coordinate informal inter-island schooner services; documented in CPCS / IDB, Short Sea Shipping
Network and Finance Model for the Caribbean (2018), p. 161, footnote 58. Original OECS programme
documentation not yet independently verified.
https://publications.iadb.org/en/short-sea-shipping-network-and-finance-model-caribbean

25.  Fritz H. Pinnock and Ibrahim A. Ajagunna. The Caribbean Maritime Transportation Sector: Achieving Sustainability
through Efficiency. Centre for International Governance Innovation, The Caribbean Papers, No. 13, March 2012.
Regional port efficiency, governance, shipping costs, infrastructure and maritime coordination.
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/141722/no.13.pdf

26.  Amy Chambers and Nicolas Rigal. Intra-Regional Agricultural Trade in the Eastern and Southern Caribbean: An
Operational Model for Agri-Food Corridors. CARICOM Secretariat with USAID, September 2023.
https://agricarib.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Intra-Regional-Agricultural-Trade-in-the-Caribbean.pdf
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27.  Shridath Ramphal Centre, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill. Caribbean Shipping Lanes report series on
Caribbean interests in IMO maritime decarbonisation. March–June 2025.
https://shridathramphalcentre.com/caribbean-shipping-lanes/

28.  Adrian J. Beharry, University of Trinidad and Tobago. An Economic Model of a Short Sea Shipping Service in the
Southern Caribbean. 2024.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/387024067_AN_ECONOMIC_MODEL_OF_A_SHORT_SEA_SHIPPING_SERVICE_IN_TH
E_SOUTHERN_CARIBBEAN_Document_subtitle

29.  Association of Caribbean States. The Future of the Informal Shipping Sector in the Caribbean.
https://www.acs-aec.org/en/article/future-informal-shipping-sector-caribbean

30.  Association of Caribbean States. Towards ‘one common intention’… A passenger ferry for regional transport?
https://www.acs-aec.org/en/news-release/towards-one-common-intention-passenger-ferry-regional-transport

31.  Gordon Wilmsmeier and Jan Hoffmann. Liner Shipping Connectivity and Port Infrastructure as Determinants of
Freight Rates in the Caribbean. Maritime Economics & Logistics, 2008.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5223519_Liner_Shipping_Connectivity_and_Port_Infrastructure_as_Determinants_of_Freig
ht_Rates_in_the_Caribbean

32.  JaeBin Ahn, Nalisa Marieatte, Philipp-Leo Mengel, David Moore, Josefine Quast, Qingyu Tao and Hou Wang. Mind
the Gaps: Caribbean Trade Patterns and the Connectivity Constraint. IMF Working Paper WP/26/95, May 2026.
Gravity-model study of CARICOM goods trade, tourism and banking links. Finds that weak shipping and air
connectivity, not finance, is the binding constraint. Freight costs are above the world average for every CARICOM
country except Jamaica, and distance penalises trade with Caribbean destinations disproportionately. Highlights
hub-and-spoke routing via Jamaica, The Bahamas and Antigua and Barbuda.
https://www.imf.org/en/publications/wp/issues/2026/05/14/mind-the-gaps-caribbean-trade-patterns-and-the-connectivity-constraint-57
6030

33.  Global Affairs Canada. Evaluation of the Caribbean Regional Development Program, 2011-12 to 2016-17. 2018.
https://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/publications/evaluation/2018/evaluation-caribbean-caraibes.aspx?lang=eng

34.  George Michanitzis. Barbados: A Maritime Nexus in the Making. Business Barbados, 2 January 2026. Regional
scheduled liner services, Barbados as a hub, green logistics, port modernisation and public-private collaboration.
Editorial article (not a commissioned feasibility study).
https://www.businessbarbados.com/articles/barbados-a-maritime-nexus-in-the-making

Decarbonisation policy: IMO and European Union

35.  International Maritime Organization. Resolution MEPC.391(81), 2024 Guidelines on Life Cycle GHG Intensity of
Marine Fuels. 22 March 2024.
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MEPCDocuments/MEPC.391(81).pdf

36.  International Maritime Organization. EEXI and CII: ship carbon intensity and rating system. Guidance on applicability
and tonnage thresholds.
https://www.imo.org/en/mediacentre/hottopics/pages/eexi-cii-faq.aspx

37.  European Commission. FAQ: Maritime transport in the EU Emissions Trading System. Guidance on ship and voyage
scope.
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/areas-action/transport-decarbonisation/reducing-emissions-shipping-sector/faq-maritime-transport-eu-em
issions-trading-system-ets_en

38.  European Commission. COM(2026) 616 final, 17 July 2026. Proposed revision of the EU ETS, including Sustainable
Maritime Alternative Propulsion support and a proposed reservation of allowances for maritime decarbonisation in
SIDS and LDCs.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52026PC0616

Recent developments

39.  Barbados Today. CARICOM moves towards ferry trial within months as cargo cost-cruncher. 8 July 2026. Heads of
Government decisions on a pilot regional ferry and a permanent private-sector service.
https://barbadostoday.bb/2026/07/08/caricom-moves-towards-ferry-trial-within-months-as-cargo-cost-cruncher/

40.  Barbados Today. Ferry plan must prioritise cargo to be viable, economist says. 9 July 2026.
https://barbadostoday.bb/2026/07/09/ferry-plan-must-prioritise-cargo-to-be-viable-economist-says/

41.  World Food Programme. Hurricane Beryl one year on: a wake-up call for disaster preparedness in the Caribbean.
2025. Sea-bridge relief logistics between islands.
https://www.wfp.org/stories/hurricane-beryl-one-year-wake-call-disaster-preparedness-caribbean
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Additional OECS maritime shipping cluster sources

42.  Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS). Maritime Shipping Cluster Competitiveness Improvement Plan.
2013. OECS shipping-cluster competitiveness and coordination initiative; original publication identified, full
document accessibility not independently confirmed.
https://www.oecs.org/en/our-work/knowledge/library/oecs-maritime-shipping-ccip-01-15-13

43.  Natasha Edwin-Walcott (OECS). Developing Maritime Shipping among SIDS: The OECS Maritime Shipping Cluster.
UNCTAD presentation, Geneva, 16 July 2014. Discusses the Shipping Pool Model and implementation
arrangements.
https://unctad.org/system/files/non-official-document/dtl_sids2014_s1_d7_NatashaEDWIN-WALCOTT.pdf

IMO National Action Plans (NAP) guidance

44.  IMO-Norway GreenVoyage2050 Project. National Action Plan to address GHG emissions from ships: From decision
to implementation. International Maritime Organization, London, 2022. Step-by-step NAP guide with additional
recommendations for SIDS.
https://greenvoyage2050.imo.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/NAP-from-decision-to-implementation_compressed.pdf
Mirror: https://ghgsmart.imo.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/NAP-from-decision-to-implementation_compressed.pdf

45.  IMO-Norway GreenVoyage2050 Project. National Action Plan to address GHG emissions from ships (online guide,
updated to reflect the 2023 IMO GHG Strategy). Accessed 1 November 2026.
https://greenvoyage2050.imo.org/national-action-plan/

46.  International Maritime Organization. Resolution MEPC.367(79), National Action Plans to address GHG emissions
from ships, 2022. Revises MEPC.327(75) of 20 November 2020.
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Environment/Documents/annex/-%20RESOLUTION%20MEPC.367(79).pdf

47.  International Maritime Organization. Relevant National Action Plans and Strategies (repository of submitted NAPs).
https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Pages/RELEVANT-NATIONAL-ACTION-PLANS-AND-STRATEGIES.aspx

Additional UNCTAD sources on SIDS

48.  UNCTAD. Small Island Developing States: Maritime Transport in the Era of a Disruptive Pandemic. UNCTAD Policy
Brief No. 86, May 2021. SIDS maritime resilience and supply-chain disruption.
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/presspb2021d3_en.pdf

49.  UNCTAD. Why a sustainable blue recovery is needed. 21 July 2020. Sustainable ocean-economy and shipping
recovery after COVID-19.
https://unctad.org/news/why-sustainable-blue-recovery-needed

Comparator initiatives (Pacific)

50.  Government of Fiji, Ministry of Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport. Decarbonising Domestic Shipping
Industry: Pacific Blue Shipping Partnership. Press release, 10 November 2020. Pacific SIDS comparator for
domestic shipping decarbonisation; cited in the IMO NAP guidance (item 45), which states the Pacific transition
requires at least US$500 million.
https://www.mcttt.gov.fj/publications-resources/press-release/decarbonising-domestic-shipping-industry-pacific-blue-shipping-partners
hip/
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